
COVID FAQs 2020-2021 School Year Henry Wise Wood 
 
Our first priority at Henry Wise Wood is to ensure that our students and staff are safe. 
  

1. What should I bring to school on the first day? 
• A backpack large enough to carry all of your textbooks and a notebook for your classes 
• Students are also encouraged to consider their foot wear 

o If you are in a PE class you are encouraged to bring or wear running shoes 
• A lunch  

o There are no microwaves available for students  
o Please also be aware that there is not a cafeteria or any food service in the school 

• Students will be provided two reusable masks on the first day. They may also bring their own masks if they 
prefer. 

o Students are encouraged to have a small Ziploc bag labeled with their name where they can store 
their mask while they are eating lunch or outside and physically distancing. 

• The school has many hand sanitizing stations for students to use.  If you wish to bring small personal bottles 
of hand sanitizer they can keep at their own spot, they are welcome to do so. 

 
2. What do students and staff need to do on a daily basis before coming to school? 

• Complete the online screening tool.  
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-covid-19-screening-questionaire-english.pdf 

 
3. What do I do if I am symptomatic? 

• Follow AHS protocol  
• Utilize the self assessment tool 
• Phone 811 for guidance 

 
4. What are the symptoms of COVID? 

 

 
  

https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-covid-19-screening-questionaire-english.pdf


5. Are masks required to be worn in our school community? 
• YES. Staff and students are required to wear a mask at all times unless he/she is exempt. 

This means a doctor’s note has been provided to administration.  

 
 

6. Where do I get information on face mask exemptions? 
• https://cbe.ab.ca/FormsManuals/Student-Health-Plan.pdf 

 
7. What safety precautions have implemented at Henry Wise Wood? 

• hand sanitizer (walls, entrances, gathering spaces, classrooms) 
• information posted regarding: handwashing, COVID symptoms, how to wear a mask, cover 

your cough, things to do to stay safe, do not enter 
• one way traffic flow on second and third floor, two way traffic single file on main floor 8:30 

am- 3:45pm 
• capacity signage for gathering areas 
• Bathrooms have limited capacity 
• enhanced cleaning protocols throughout the building 
• minimizing hallway traffic 
• decluttering of classrooms to enhance social distancing 

https://cbe.ab.ca/FormsManuals/Student-Health-Plan.pdf


• infirmary located in student services 
• no  student lockers will be used 
• student pick up and drop off- parents and caregivers are to remain outside 

 
8. What does lunch time look like? 

• Students will have the choice to remain in their class or exit the building to each lunch. 
Students selecting to eat lunch in the building are required to remain in their class for 20 
minutes. Following lunch students can congregate in designated rooms while adhering to 
class capacity and social distancing requirements with their masks on 

• Students on spares prior to lunch can leave the building, eat in the cafeteria or courtyard if 
capacity permits 

• Please note that there will be no microwaves available for students to use 
 

9. Where should students on a spare be? 
• Students with a first or last period spare are encouraged to leave the building. Otherwise 

students are to be working in designated work spaces (courtyard, room 103 (with teacher 
approval), library, and main foyer) while complying with capacity limits and social distancing. 
 

10. Will there be whole school assemblies? 
• No. But, any school gatherings will follow AHS guidelines.  

 
11. Will water fountains be available? 

• Yes, however we encourage students to bring their own water bottle.  
 

12. What are your responsibilities as a member of our school community? 

 
  



13. What is your hand washing responsibility?  
• Students and adults in the child care setting should clean their hands: 

before leaving home and on arrival at school 
• after using the toilet 
• after breaks and sporting activities 
• before food preparation 
• before eating any food, including snacks 
• after contact with saliva or nasal secretions after diapering a child 
• before using shared materials such as arts and craft supplies 
• before leaving school and on arrival at home 

 
We are also reinforcing respiratory etiquette, which includes covering the mouth and nose during 
coughing or sneezing with a tissue or a flexed elbow and disposing of used tissues in a plastic-lined 
waste container, followed by hand hygiene. 

 
14. What happens when someone is feeling symptomatic at school? 

• Students: Students must complete the AHS Online Self-Assessment tool daily. The student will 
be asked to wear a non-medical mask if able to do so safely, and be isolated in a separate room 
(infirmary in Student Services) and  keep at least two metres away from others.  Parents will be 
asked to pick up the child from school immediately if he/she is symptomatic. Parents should 
ensure the school has their most up-to-date contact information. If students continue to feel ill, 
students must stay home, and take the AHS Online Self-Assessment tool to determine if they 
should be tested. 

• Teachers: Must assess their health daily. 
 

15. How long students/staff members should isolate after having symptoms or had an exposure to the 
virus? 

• You are legally required to isolate for a minimum of 10 days or until symptoms resolve, 
whichever takes longer, if you have a cough, fever, shortness of breath, runny nose, or sore 
throat that is not related to a pre-existing health condition or if you test positive for COVID-19. 
If you test negative and have no known exposure to the virus, stay home until symptoms 
resolve.  

• You are legally required to isolate for 14 days and monitor for symptoms if you are a close 
contact, or live with, a person who tested positive for COVID-19. If you become sick with cough, 
fever, shortness of breath, runny nose or sore throat during this time, you must isolate for an 
additional 10 days from the beginning of symptoms or until you are feeling well, whichever 
takes longer.  

• If you tested negative and have known exposure to COVID-19, you are legally required to 
isolate for 14 days from the exposure date. 

 
16. What happens when I am at home sick? 

• If students or staff are ill with any common cold, influenza or COVID-19-like 
symptoms they must stay home and either isolate for 10 calendar days following 
onset of symptoms, or until symptoms resolve, whichever is longer. They need to 
contact 8-1-1 for guidance or complete the AHS Self-Assessment to determine if 
testing is required. 

https://myhealth.alberta.ca/journey/covid-19/Pages/COVID-Self-Assessment.aspx


• Students and employees must stay home until they have been assessed by a health 
care provider to exclude COVID-19 or other infectious diseases AND their symptoms 
have resolved.  

• If you have been tested for COVID-19, visit the AHS page Advice for People Tested for 
COVID-19 for instructions on when you can return to school. 

• In the case of self-isolation:  
o If a child is self-isolating and is well-enough to engage in school work, the 

classroom teacher will continue to provide work and support.  
o If a child is not well enough to continue learning at home with teacher 

support, accommodations for the child’s learning will take place upon the 
child’s return to classes. The teacher will assess the expectations for learning 
for the child and provide the appropriate accommodations. 

 
17. If there was a COVID-19 case at school what do you do? 

• Alberta Health Services (AHS) public health will investigate the case to find out when the 
symptoms developed, who they were in close contact with while infectious and will work with 
the school to minimize the spread. It is likely that only the group of students and staff who 
came in close contact will be required to stay home for 14 days, and not the whole school. 
This will be determined by public health as they do their investigation. Testing will be offered 
to the close contacts. Parents will be notified if a case of COVID-19 is confirmed at school and 
AHS public health will contact those who were in close contact with the case. 

 
18. What extracurricular activities are available at HWW? 

• All extracurricular including athletics, clubs, events, and access to the fitness centre are 
postponed until October 1. 

  
19. If my child has to self-isolate, how will the opportunity for learning continue? 

• In the case of self-isolation: If a student is self-isolating and is well-enough to engage in 
school work, the classroom teacher will continue to provide work and support. 

• If a student is not well enough to continue learning at home with teacher support, 
accommodations for the student’s learning will take place upon the child’s return to classes. 
The teacher will assess the expectations for learning for the child and provide the 
appropriate accommodations 

 
20. What if I am taking Work Experience? 

• Work experience may proceed as long as the risk of infection is mitigated for all 
participants. If the work experience placement is in a workplace, the student is 
expected to follow health rules set out by the workplace which should comply with 
the Workplace Guidance for Business Owners. 

 
21. Are change rooms and lockers available? 

• No. Students are responsible for carrying their personal items.  
 

22. What are the school hours? 
• Students are encouraged to comply with school hours- 8:30-4:00pm. All staff and students must 

exit the building by 5:00 pm to allow our facilities to clean and sanitize the school.  
 

https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/topics/Page17034.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/topics/Page17034.aspx
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