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International Baccalaureate  

 
Mission Statement 

 
 
 
 

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, 
knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better 

and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and 
respect. 

 
To this end, the organization works with schools, governments and 
international organizations to develop challenging programmes of 

international education and rigorous assessment. 
 

These programmes encourage students across the world to become 
active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that 

other people, with their differences, can also be right. 
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Frequently Asked Questions about IB 
 

 

What is the IB Learner Profile? 
 

 The IB learner profile is the IB mission statement translated into a set of 10 learning 
outcomes for the 21st century.  

 
 

Is the IB Learner Profile unique to IB? 
 

 While all Henry Wise Wood students may demonstrate elements of the learner profile, 
its elements are specifically discussed and demonstrated in IB courses. It is a set of 
10 ideals that can inspire, motivate and focus the work of schools and teachers, 
uniting them in a common purpose.   

 The IB learner profile is a clear and concise statement of the aims and values of the 
IB, and an embodiment of what the IB means by “international-mindedness”.  The 
learner profile is a profile of the whole person as a lifelong learner. 

 
 

What is university recognition? 
 

 Hundreds of universities worldwide across more than 140 countries recognize the IB 
Programme.  The IB recognition team seeks to increase the number of universities 
worldwide that recognize IB and to improve the quality of that recognition. Students 
and their families, with the support of staff at Henry Wise Wood High School, need to 
regularly check university and colleges of interest to determine policies including: early 
admission, university course credit, grade requirements for obtaining this credit and 
scholarships.  Our Student Services team at HWW works closely with IB students in 
Grade 11 and 12 as they plan their post-secondary studies. 

 
 

What are hww-IB courses? Do they make me an IB Diploma student? 
 

 hww-IB courses are Grade 10 courses that will prepare future IB Diploma students and 
IB Course students for the 2 year IB Programme starting in Grade 11.  Following 
completion of hww-IB course(s), students can register in the IB Diploma Programme if 
they: 

 demonstrate a solid understanding of a subject area 

 exhibit a positive work ethic, commit to their program, continue to be highly 
motivated and demonstrate elements of the IB learner profile 

 have full parental support 

 receive a positive recommendation from their subject teacher(s)  
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What is the IB Diploma Programme? 
 

 Is an academically challenging and balanced program that encourages students to 
participate in creative and service-oriented activities, while reflecting on a personal 
and academic level 

 Addresses intellectual, social, emotional and physical well-being, and as such has 
gained recognition and respect from the world’s leading  universities 

 Covers the material required by Alberta Education and the IB programme 
 
 

What is the difference between IB and AP?  

 

 The IB Diploma Programme is a rigorous, worldwide, two year, pre-university program 
of studies that provides students with advanced university credits and a holistic 
education.   

 The IB Learner Profile is key to this holistic approach to education. IB also promotes 
international understanding and involvement.  

 IB teachers receive professional learning and take IB workshops (minimum once every 
5 years). Our teachers travel worldwide for this additional training. 

 Marks in IB are based upon BOTH Internal Assessment and IB Exams – not just the 
exams. Class work is done with the teacher is factored into the final IB grade. 
 

How are IB students assessed? 
 

 Another difference between IB and AP is how students are assessed!  In general, 60%-
75% of an IB subject mark is externally assessed (exams and essays) and 25-40% is 
school-based (coursework). In May of their Grade 11 and 12 year, students around the 
world are assessed by IB subject examinations.  Prior to this, students have completed 
internal assessments in all their courses and obtain a school-based percentage of their 
mark for IB.  IB students also write Alberta Education Diploma Examinations at the end 
of either January or June and earn Alberta Education credits and marks for the 
equivalent course.  eg: Math 10IB students earn credits and a mark in Math 10C.  IB 
content does not negatively impact upon Alberta Education grades. 
 
 

What is the commitment and workload for an IB student? 
 

 The IB Diploma Programme requires strong student commitment. While changes in a 
student’s program can be made from year to year, it is expected that students will 
complete the courses they have chosen and meet the requirements of their courses. IB 
is a challenging program and at times students may feel stress, however, support from 
guidance counsellors, the IB Coordinator, teachers and families will help students 
manage their IB education.  Balance is the key to success in the IBDP! While students 
must be committed to their studies it is important to establish and maintain balance in 
life. 
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Will my grades be lower in the IB courses?  
 

 NO!  IB students receive grades that reflect their progress according to IB standards 
and Alberta Education requirements. Because IB students are working to succeed in 
two curricula, their marks in some cases may not be the same in both programs. 
Therefore, when these marks are entered into records that reflect their performance 
by the criteria of Alberta Education, only Alberta Education outcomes will be used to 
calculate the grade. IB students are not placed at a disadvantage in applying for 
university entrance, pre-registration and scholarships. 

 
 

What will my life be like in the Diploma Programme? 
 

 Each individual is different and each will find ways to create balance in their life, as 
encouraged by the IB learner profile. In the past, many students have been able to 
participate in extra-curricular and community activities. IB students are usually very 
involved in the school community. CAS (creativity, action and service), one aspect of 
the core of the IB Diploma Programme, builds into the program this opportunity for 
balance through school and community engagement. 

 
 

What about if I only want to focus two IB courses? 
 

 IB Course Candidates are able to personalize their programme based on their areas 
of interest.  For example, if a student wanted to focus on Math IB or French IB, this 
would allow for a specialization of rigorous learning in a specific area of interest.  IB 
students can take at least 2 IB courses and are still considered an IB student.  
Students transferring to HWW need to be registered in at least 2 IB courses in Grade 
10 and 11.  In addition, IB Course candidates will be involved in CAS and TOK in 
Grade 11 and 12. 

 

Why take IB? 
 

 prepare for success at university and life by developing intellectual, social, emotional 
and physical well-being. 

 desire an enriched and challenging curriculum that is welcomed by leading universities 
around the world. 

 receive recognition from post-secondary institutions. Recognition varies, but the most 
common includes recruitment, admission, placement, credit, and/or scholarships. 

 

How do I know if I should take IB? 
 

The IBO suggests IB learners strive to be: 
 “inquirers, knowledgeable, thinkers, communicators, principled, open-minded, caring, 

risk takers, balanced, and reflective” – IB Learner Profile 
 “internationally minded people who, recognizing their common humanity and shared 

guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world” – IB 
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What is the difference between Standard Level (SL) and Higher Level (HL) IB 
courses? 
 

 SL and HL courses have a common core area of study and examination 
 the difference is that there is greater breadth and depth in the optional areas of study in the HL 

course.  HL is recognized at the first year university level. 
 see the curriculum at www.ibo.org for further details about the differences 

 
 

Do I still have to write Diploma exams and how are IB courses recognized? 
 

 If you are enrolled in IB, you must write the Alberta Diploma Exams to obtain your High School 
Diploma 

 Alberta Education does not recognize IB courses on official student transcripts: 
 For example, Chemistry 30-IB appears as Chemistry 30 on your Alberta Education 

transcript 
 To avoid being overloaded with Diploma and IB exams in your grade 12 year, IB students take 

Diploma courses in both grade 11 and 12 
 IB Exams are administered by the IBO in May each year, and the IB will provide students with 

official documentation accepted by post-secondary institutions 

 
 

What fees are involved for IB? 
 
Fees that you and your parents or guardians are responsible for: 
 

 Families are responsible for paying fees set by the IB (subject fees, exam registration fees) for 
IB courses ONLY in Grade 11 and 12. 

 The current fees are $200 for courses at the senior level only (these change annually and are 
set by IB).  

 Additionally, there is a $25 IB school fee charged to each family/year in the IB Program and 
pays for additional learning resources.  

 
 

How do I apply to be an IB student at Henry Wise Wood? 
 

 If Henry Wise Wood is your regular designated high school, simply complete the expression of interest 
package available on our website: 
https://school.cbe.ab.ca/school/henrywisewood/registration/register/pages/default.aspx 
and include all documents on our IB Checklist. 

 

 If Henry Wise Wood is not your regular designated high school, submit your expression of interest, the 
documents listed on the IB Checklist as well as the OAA (Out of Attendance Area) Forms – available 
January 15, 2021 on our school website.  

 

 If you are new to the CBE but live in Area V or VI, submit the IB expression of interest, the documents 
listed on the IB Checklist, completed/signed OAA Forms (available Jan. 15, 2021) & Student 
Registration Form. 
 

 Submit by March 15, 2021 to Student Services @ Henry Wise Wood High School – Attention: Mr. 
Garen – sagaren@cbe.ab.ca  

http://www.ibo.org/
https://school.cbe.ab.ca/school/henrywisewood/registration/register/pages/default.aspx
mailto:sagaren@cbe.ab.ca


 

8 

 

 
 

What are my Programming Options: 
  

International Baccalaureate Diploma Student 
 
Students taking the IB Diploma Program are required to take at least:  

 one course from each of the six groups of courses  

 if a student does not wish to take a Group 6 course, select a course from another Group  

 3 or 4 HL courses  
 

IB Diploma students must also complete the core requirements of the IBDP:  

 write an Extended Essay (EE) 

 complete the Creativity, Action and Service (CAS) component 

 complete the Theory of Knowledge (TOK) class 
 
IB Diploma Students’ 3 Core Requirements: 
 
The extended essay (EE) asks students to engage in independent research through an in-
depth study of a question relating to one of the IBDP courses they are studying.  The 
extended essay option allows students to focus on a topic of global significance which they 
examine through the lens of at least two IBDP courses. 
 
Theory of knowledge (TOK) develops a coherent approach to learning that unifies the 
academic disciplines. In this course on critical thinking, students inquire into the nature of 
knowing and deepen their understanding of knowledge as a human construction. 
 
Creativity, action, service (CAS) involves students in a range of activities alongside their 
academic studies throughout the Diploma Programme. Creativity encourages students to 
engage in the arts and creative thinking. Action seeks to develop a healthy lifestyle through 
physical activity. Service with the community offers a vehicle for a new learning with 
academic value. The three strands of CAS enhance student’s personal and interpersonal 
development through experiential learning and enable journeys of self-discovery. 
 
IB marks are on a scale of 1 to 7.  Students need a minimum of 24 accumulated points out of 
a possible 45 to obtain a Diploma and no less than 12 points must be from (3) HL subjects. 
Upon completion of the Extended Essay, TOK and CAS candidates may obtain 3 extra points 
(based on results). 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=PHw2hh1vja6bOM&tbnid=KJTGNs8_0czxUM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baccalaur%C3%A9at_international&ei=c0yKUv3eBaSujAKzkYC4BQ&bvm=bv.56643336,d.cGE&psig=AFQjCNGNA92QLdjIk20XqGEHbD05ZovClQ&ust=1384881593517336
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International Baccalaureate– Course Student 
 
Students may choose to be IB course students as well as register for regular Alberta Education 
courses. Students will receive an IB Certificate for each IB course they successfully complete.  
Two IB course are required to be an IB Course Student.  Also, IB Course students will 
become involved in CAS and TOK in Grade 11 and 12. 
 

Information on the IB for Area V/VI 
Henry Wise Wood High School 
 
 

General Information 
 
Henry Wise Wood High School is an accredited IB school that is authorised to offer the 
International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. There are a variety of IB courses available 
to both IB Diploma students and IB Course students (minimum 2 courses).  In the 
International Baccalaureate Programme, IB Diploma students have the opportunity to 
graduate with the maximum 4 Higher Level (HL) courses (minimum 3 HL courses are 
required for Diploma Students). 
 

Expressions of Interest/Registration in IB: 
 
Students who wish to gain access to the IB Programme must complete the expression of 
interest/registration package for IB.  In Grade 10, students will take hww-IB courses. The 
hww-IB classes emphasize skill development and content enrichment to ease the transition 
into IB. Expression of interest forms are currently available and can be accessed from the 
registration page of our website - 
https://school.cbe.ab.ca/school/henrywisewood/registration/register/pages/default.aspx 
 
A students’ designated IB Programme school is the one in the area in which they reside. The 
6 CBE areas have one designated IB school. To confirm the area in which the student lives, 
please visit the CBE website under Schools and Areas or consult the expression of 
interest/registration form. Henry Wise Wood is the Area V & VI IB High School.  
 
Please submit only fully completed expressions of interest/registration packages to Henry 
Wise Wood High School Student Services Office - Attention: Mr. Garen no later than March 
15, 2021. 
 
All students who are accepted into the IB Programme will be invited to a registration session 
and to make their course choices. 
 

 
 
 
 

https://school.cbe.ab.ca/school/henrywisewood/registration/register/pages/default.aspx
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Assessment for IB and Alberta Education 
 
In choosing whether or not to enrol or remain in the IB Programme at Henry Wise Wood it is 
worth considering the IB mission statement which states: “The International Baccalaureate 
aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help create a better 
more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect”.  An IB class, 
regardless of subject matter is a classroom intent on developing skills in the IB learner profile 
to this end. Within IB classrooms students are exposed to equally committed, invested and 
engaged learners driven to an enriching and challenging learning experience. This alone, can 
benefit students in immeasurable ways. 
 
Students registered in the IB Programme at Henry Wise Wood High School are assessed 
based on Alberta Education standards to derive their Alberta Education mark and on IB 
standards to derive their IB mark. Standardized tests and other methods are used to ensure 
that a fair mark is awarded for students’ Alberta Education transcripts.  Any additional course 
content (not required by Alberta Education) included and necessary for success in the IB 
Programme is not included in evaluation when determining the Alberta Education mark for 
students. 
 

GATE Students, TLC Students & Regular Program Grade 9 Students 
 
Many GATE, TLC and of course Grade 9 students in the regular program have historically 
become very successful IB Diploma students and IB Course students!  Many TLC students 
report similarities between the IB and TLC programs that include a focus on the IB Learner 
Profile and TLC’s Character Education and indicate both programs have similar academic 
rigor. 
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The IB Programme at Henry Wise Wood 
 

The IB Programme includes subjects from 6 groups. At Henry Wise Wood High School we 
offer the subjects listed below: 
  

 
GROUP 1 

 
Studies in 
Language 

and 
Literature 

 
GROUP 2 

 
Language 

Acquisition 

 
GROUP 3 

 
Individuals 

and 
Societies 

 

 
GROUP 4 

 
Sciences 

 
GROUP 5 

 
Mathematics  

 
GROUP 6 

 
The Arts 

English 
Literature  

HL 
 

French Ab Initio 
 

Spanish Ab Initio 
 

Mandarin SL 
Cantonese SL 
(off campus –The 

Chinese Academy) 

History SL/HL 
 

**Philosophy 
SL 

 
 

Chemistry HL 
Biology SL 
Physics HL 

 
 

Math SL 
 

Math HL 

Visual Arts 
SL/HL 

 
 

Film SL 

 
**offered every two years depending on student interest. 

 

 
 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=706Pg0u7MBUaYM&tbnid=jXOKDmxSVck_5M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://edtech-insights.blogspot.com/2012/11/rounding-hexagon-new-international.html&ei=t0SKUtvGB-j3iwKwyYHYBA&bvm=bv.56643336,d.cGE&psig=AFQjCNG__7ddlU5kZmwsz27QtuTqpNL0pQ&ust=1384879664063927


 

12 

 

Grade 10 hww-IB Course Selections 
 
IBDP Student candidates will choose courses (and have an entire timetable of IB courses) 
from the following list IBDP. Course candidates may select any (minimum 1) of the hww-IB 
courses listed below: 
 
Credits                                                                        Credits 

 
(5) Science 10 hww-IB (Chemistry 20)   (5) Art 10 hww-IB  
(5) Science 10 hww-IB (Physics & Biology)  (5) French 10 hww-IB or 20 IB 
(5) Math 10 hww-IB     (5) Spanish 10 hww-IB 
(5) Math 20 IB                  (5) Film Studies 15 hww-IB 
(5) Social Studies 10 hww-IB    
(5) English 10 hww-IB  
(5) Physical Education 10*    
(5) CALM* (online)        
 
*Not IB courses, however, these are required for an Alberta High School Diploma 
 

 
 

Grade 11 IB Course Selections  
Below are a list of courses – these are not necessarily organized by semester.  

 
(5) Biology 20 IB - SL      (5) Biology 30 IB - SL 
(5) Chemistry 25 IB- HL    (5) French 20 or 30 IB - SL 
(5) Math 30 IB      (5) Math 31 IB – SL or HL 
(5) Physics 25 IB - HL               (5) Film Studies 25 IB - SL 
(5) English 20 IB  - SL/HL    (5) History 20 IB - SL/HL 
(5) Visual Arts 20 IB - SL/HL    (5) Spanish 20 IB - SL   
(5) Philosophy 25/35 IB - SL* 

 
*Philosophy - offered every two years, so could be in Grade 11 or 12. 

 
 

 

Grade 12 IB Course Selections  

 
(5) Chemistry 30 IB – HL     (5) Chemistry 35 IB - HL  
(5) Physics 30 IB – HL     (5) Physics 35 IB - HL 
(5) Math 35 IB - HL     (5) Spanish 30 IB - SL 
(5) French 30 or 31A IB  - SL              (5) Film Studies 35 IB – SL  
(5) English 30 IB SL or HL    (5) English 35 IB HL   
(5) History 30 IB SL/HL     (5) History 35 IB HL 
(5) Visual Arts 30 IB SL/HL    (5) Visual Arts 31 IB HL 
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What is an IB Education? 
 
The IB Programme has always championed a stance of critical engagement with challenging 

ideas, one that values the progressive thinking of the past while remaining open to future 

innovation. It reflects the IB’s commitment to creating a collaborative, global community 

united by a mission to make a better world through education. As the IB’s mission in action, 

the learner profile concisely describes the aspirations of a global community that shares the 

values underlying the IB’s educational philosophy. The IB learner profile describes the 

attributes and outcomes of education for international-mindedness. The aim of all IB 

programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their common 

humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful 

world. 

In our highly interconnected and rapidly changing world, IB programmes aim to develop 

international mindedness in a global context. The terms “international” and “global” describe 

that world from different points of view—one from the perspective of its constituent parts 

(nation states and their relationships with each other) and one from the perspective of the 

planet as a whole. Sharp distinctions between the “local”, “national” and “global” are blurring 

in the face of emerging institutions and technologies that transcend modern nation states. 

New challenges that are not defined by traditional boundaries call for students to develop the 

agility and imagination they need for living productively in a complex world. 

Significant Content in IB 

An IB education provides opportunities to develop both disciplinary and interdisciplinary 

understanding that meet rigorous standards set by institutions of higher learning around the 

world. IB programmes offer curriculum frameworks and courses that are broad and balanced, 

conceptual and connected.  An IB education represents a balanced approach, offering 

students access to a broad range of content that spans academic subjects. IB Learner will 

acquire subject-specific knowledge and skills with increasing sophistication.  Students are 

exposed to mature content in a purposeful and meaningful way to expose them to different 

cultures and worldviews as a means to broaden perspective.  They reach beyond national 

and cultural boundaries. Concepts help to integrate learning, add coherence to the 

curriculum, deepen disciplinary understanding, build the capacity to engage with complex 

ideas and allow transfer of learning to new contexts. Students encounter many subjects 

simultaneously throughout their programmes of study; they learn to draw connections and 

pursue rich understandings about the interrelationship of knowledge and experience across 

many fields. An IB education is unique because of its rigorous academic and personal 

standards. IB programmes challenge students to excel not only in their studies but also in 

their personal growth. The IB aims to inspire a lifelong quest for learning hallmarked by 

enthusiasm and empathy. To that end, the IB gathers a worldwide community of supporters 

who celebrate our common humanity and who share a belief that education can help to build 

a better world. 
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International Baccalaureate (IB) Fees 

 

 Grade 10, 11, 12 School Fee - $25/grade in IB to pay for additional learning 
resources. 

  
The International Baccalaureate Programme, being a program of choice, charges students 

fees over and above regular program HWW school fees in Grade 11 and 12 (not Grade 

10).   HWW collects these fees and submits them to IB directly on behalf of all IB 

students.  The fees for assessments and exams are collected in both Grade 11 and 12 

depending on the students’ registration in IB courses.  Being a program of choice, there is no 

wavering of fees that would apply to these IB costs.  Please note, once a student is 

registered into an IB course, it is a commitment that they will complete the external and 

internal assessments that are a component of the programme over the duration of the 

semester and pay ALL necessary IB fees.  

 

Students receive the following services from IB: 

 Comprehensive assessment using a wide range of assessment methods including 

moderated internal assessment and externally marked examinations 

 Assessment by an international team of examiners and moderators, overseen by 

independent chief examiners 

 Clerical checking of assessment material to ensure administrative accuracy 

 Where appropriate, access arrangements and consideration of individual special 

circumstances 

 Access to results one day after results are released to schools 

 A printed diploma, diploma results or certificate (depending on their results) 

 Transmission of results to universities worldwide, upon request 

Grade 11 
  

 Biology SL, Math SL and Philosophy SL (if taken in Grade 11). 
  
Grade 12  
  

 English SL/HL, History SL/HL, Physics HL, Chemistry HL, Math HL, French Ab Initio 
SL, Spanish Ab Initio SL, Visual Arts SL/HL & Film SL and Philosophy SL (if taken in 
Grade 12). 

  
Below are the 2020/21 fees for IB Exams/Assessments: 
  

 IB Fee (per course) - $200 
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Henry Wise Wood High School 
 

910 - 75 Avenue S.W. 
 Calgary AB T2V 0S6  

https://school.cbe.ab.ca/school/henrywisewood/registration/register/pages/default.aspx 

 
 

IB Coordinator – Mr. Scott Garen sagaren@cbe.ab.ca 

https://school.cbe.ab.ca/school/henrywisewood/registration/register/pages/default.aspx
mailto:sagaren@cbe.ab.ca

