
Re-Entry – Rideau Park School 

 

 
August 28, 2020 
 
Please read carefully the information on this site to gain an understanding of the 
measures we are taking to provide for the safety and health of our students. The 
CBE will continue to make adjustments as our context changes. While this plan is 
set for now, updates are expected via the CBE corporate website. Parents are 
advised to check regularly. 
Additional information for Preschool and Kindergarten is available on the website: 
Parent Guide to Re-Entry for Early Childhood Services – Preschool and 
Kindergarten. 
 
We are asking that families start the first day back to classes with our new 
procedures. It is necessary that students be assessed using the self-screening 
form daily before school. The following link will allow you to download the most 
current Alberta Health daily checklist. Please print a copy of the Self-screening 
Questionnaire. Students showing symptoms as described on the Self-screening 
Questionnaire must remain home. 
 
Our first morning of school begins on September 1 for all students K- 9. 
 
Kindergarten students will begin with a staggered entry. 
 
The attached information was sent out on Wednesday August 26. 
 

We are encouraging families to walk to school – if driving please see the 
attached map.  Please be mindful of children walking, social distancing, and safety 
for all. 
 

A communication for Grade 8 and 9 Homerooms will be sent out on 
Monday August 31. 
 
Health Measures: 
 

§ Hand Washing: Students will be instructed on the location of hand 
sanitizers and reminded to use them frequently. 

§ Hand sanitizing stations are located in entrances, exits, classrooms, 
and near high touch equipment. 

§ We are also encouraging students to have wipes with them so that 
we can continuously practice wiping hands and teachers can 
support students to regularly sanitize once they have cleaned their 
hands.  

§ Illness at school:  
§ Students exhibiting signs of illness will be moved to the office 

boardroom where we have trifold dividers to keep students isolated 
and safe. This area will be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected after 
the student has left.   

§ It is critical parents / guardians or a pre-identified emergency 
contact pick up an ill child within an hour of being contacted by the 
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school. Please make sure that you are well prepared with a 
back up plan should your child fall ill. 

 
§ Masks: Masks are mandatory for all students from Kindergarten to 

Grade 12. This includes classrooms and public spaces such as hallways, 
learning commons, bathrooms, etc. Mask guidelines, including support for 
students and staff who are unable to wear a mask due to medical 
conditions or other needs, are currently being developed. 
 

§ Volunteers and Guest Visitors:  
§ Although volunteers are valued members of our community in their 

support of our students, to minimize outside contact of established 
student cohorts, there will be no volunteers working in the school. 
Individuals are encouraged to communicate with the school through 
email or by phone. 

§ In-person guests such as guest speakers and artists in residence 
will not be invited into schools to minimize outside contact of 
established cohorts. 

§ These decisions will be revisited throughout the year 
 
School supplies:  

§ Students have been asked to bring some school supplies as indicated on 
the Back to School page of the School website. Schools will be providing 
some student supplies e.g., pens, pencils, erasers etc. Students are not to 
share their personal supplies, e.g., pencils. 

o Elementary students will keep all supplies in their desk or in an 
additional storage box that will sit under their desk. 

o Junior High students have been asked to bring a zip binder to store 
their personal items. 

o If a student requires an item, the teacher will provide one that has 
not been used.  

o Where a textbook is needed, students will have their own textbook. 
They will be encouraged to access the textbook online – eliminating 
any touch surface. 

o Students will not share any materials and paper will be kept to a 
reasonable amount.  The use of D2L and Google will be maximized 
to support students and decrease any sharing of any items. 

 
Physical Set-up of Schools: 
 
Physical Distancing: Schools will arrange and monitor physical distancing when 
and where possible as outlined in the Alberta Education’s K-12 School Re-entry 
COVID-19 information: Guidance for schools re-entry Scenario 1.   

§ Classroom set-up.  
§ Desks are arranged in rows with students facing forward. 
§ Number of students at tables will be limited. 
§ Seating plans are mandatory and will be in place for every class with 

a copy in the school office.  
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§ Primary students have hula hoops to help them with social 
distancing as they walk in the halls and when they sit outside.  

§ In classrooms with tables, plexiglass atill be utilized to maintain 
distancing. 
 

§ Cohorts: Where possible, schools will organize students and teachers into 
groups and teachers will move to classes rather than students changing 
class locations. 

 
ELEMENTARY STUDENTS 
 

§ Elementary students will remain in their classroom cohort. Teachers 
will utilize outdoors spaces when practical and possible. PE will be 
outside and students MUST always come dressed for the weather.   

§ The school playground has been painted with sections and 
numbered – a schedule is being provided for students as to when 
they have access to the playground equipment – this will be by 
cohort.  An elementary cohort will remain in their specific area for 
recess play. 

§ Lunch – we encourage our students to go home for lunch if at all 
possible as this is a safe place for students to remove their masks 
and eat. 

§ Students who remain at school for lunch will take their lunch 
outside with them to eat during good weather and once 
playtime concludes, students will sit in their play area to eat. 

§ Primary students will use their hula hoops for social distance 
guidance. 

§ At the end of lunch, the classroom teacher will collect their 
students and help them to return to the school, don masks, 
sanitize and prepare for afternoon learning. 

§ If students eat inside, they will enter through specified doors, 
don masks prior to entering, wipe and sanitize hands, then 
get lunch which is at their desk and begin eating.  

§ Students may not leave their desk without teacher 
permission. 

§ Attendance to washroom will be documented 
§ Once students have finished eating, they will don masks 

again and may use their personal items to be engaged at 
their desk.  They may not move around the room. 

§ At the end of the school day, Grade 1 and 2 will exit out the South 
playground doors, Kindergarten, Grade 3,4,5,6 will exit out the front 
doors.   

 
JUNIOR HIGH STUDENTS 
 

§ The Junior High Schedule has been written to accommodate grade level 
cohorts. 

§ Complementary classes have been block booked so that a grade level 
cohort attends the three complementary classes that they chose in the 
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spring and to eliminate crossover as much as possible.  If there is a 
crossover, our facility operator and teachers will ensure that there is a 
cleaning of desks and chairs prior to entry of another class.  

§ All Junior High students have a complementary kit of extra masks, ear 
plugs and goggles so that they may participate in complementary 
classes with attention to health and safety.  Students must bring this kit 
to each class. 

§ Foods and Band will begin with theory not practical and students may 
be asked to begin practicing or preparing foods at home for experience. 

§ Grade 7 students are the only students who will be on the lower level 
and use the lower level washrooms.  All grade 7 classes will occur on 
the lower level except Foods, Construction, Band.  PE and Outdoor 
Education will be outside. (students must dress for the weather) 

§ Junior High students will eat lunch outside and may leave campus.  
They are encouraged to go home for lunch.  

§ If Junior High students must eat at school and they are unable to go 
outside due to inclement weather, they will remain in their homeroom 
the entire lunch and sit in their desk.  They will be able to remove their 
mask to eat but will put it back on immediately after eating. 

§ Once all students in the class are finished eating, students may move  
closer to peers but not within 2 metres and may not leave the 
classroom. 

§ If the washroom is necessary, student attendance will be documented. 
§ Recess: We are providing each cohort with an area outside that supports 

physical distancing and promotes play and physical activity. Playgrounds 
will follow the guidelines of Alberta Guidance for Playgrounds. The 
playground will not be accessible immediately before or after school. During 
lunch recess and rotation schedule will be provided for students to have 
access to the playground equipment on their scheduled day. The 
playground is sectioned and painted.  When it is not their day, children must 
play in their specified section.   

§ Elementary students will be assigned sections based on their day on the 
playground.  Teachers will help students to find their appropriate play area. 

§ Grade 7 students will have the south end of the school yard as their section 
and do not have access to the playground at this time. 

§ Grade 8 students may be in front of the school. 
§ Grade 9 students may be to the north of the school and behind the 

gymnasium area. 
 

§ Water bottles: Students are encouraged to bring their own water bottles to 
fill and have available over lunch and at their desks during the day. As a 
high touch area, water fountains will be sanitized regularly. The use of 
water bottles will limit movement in the hallways. 

 
§ Common Areas: Consideration has been given to managing student 

numbers where students often gather. School settings will limit student 
gatherings to less than 100 students. 

§ Learning Commons: Protocols are in place to provide for the use of 
resources for students. The Learning Commons is closed and Ms. 
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Lane will deliver technology as well as a selection of reading to 
classrooms. Ms. Lane will collect technology at the end of class and 
it will be disinfected before used again. When Ms. Lane collects 
reading material, it will be isolated for four days before it can be put 
back into circulation. We are encouraging students to bring their own 
reading material and their own technology where possible.  We of 
course will continue to support all students with technology and print 
resources. 

§ All hallways at Rideau are one directional and students will travel in 
single file and socially distanced.  Students will wait for a classroom 
to empty prior to continuing in the hallway.  

§ Our movement will be respectful of safety for all. 
§ The gym space is for band and music.  Band students will use the 

gym with ample room to distance.  Elementary students will 
participate in musical learning, not singing, in the gym while using 
hula hoops to set up distanced seating on the floor.  

§ At no time are students to be in the hallway without a purpose. 
Washrooms 

§ We have designated washrooms – main floor washrooms – Kindergarten, 
Grade 1 and Grade 2 

§ Upper Washrooms – Grades 3,4,5,6 
§ Lower Washrooms – Grade 7 
§ Gym Foyer Washrooms – Grade 8 
§ Gym Washrooms – Grade 9 
 

Teachers will record any student who attends washroom during class time 
 
At lunch the washroom to be used while students are outside is the gym foyer 
washroom – a sign in process will occur- Facilities will clean this washroom 
immediately before and immediately after lunch.  If the washroom is occupied, 
students will remain outside until it is free.  Students will not be allowed to wait in 
the foyer. 
 
An indoor lunch will have students sign out of class and attend their designated 
washroom. 
 
 
Storage of Student Belongings / Change Rooms:  

§ Lockers and coat hooks: In order to support physical distancing, no lockers 
will be used. Lockers will be locked to prevent use. Coat hooks that are 
staggered may be used. Locker and coat hook use will be re-visited 
throughout the year. 

§ Elementary students will line their book bag and outdoor 
shoes in the classroom or hallway. Coats will be on hooks 
where there are hooks (Grade 1 and 2)  and will be on chair 
backs Grades 3- 9. Elementary students have a storage box 
below their desk for storing contents of backpack and 
learning materials. 

§ Junior High students will store backpacks under their chair. 
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§ When Junior High students go to PE- they will leave their 
backpack in the gym – the gym will be locked to prevent 
access. Junior High students will carry back pack and coat 
with them to their classes.  A teacher will be available to 
allow entrance and supervise should a grade 9 student need 
washroom access. 

§ Coat Hooks: 
Grade 1 and 2 students will have two hooks between each of 
their assigned hooks. Only the coat and backpack will be on 
hooks and outdoor shoes will be on the floor below the hook. 

§ Change Rooms: The Grade 9 students will use the locker room 
washrooms – as there is a sign out process and band is being 
taught in the gym – observation and monitoring of student access 
will be easily monitored.   Student must come to school prepared for 
PE – no changing will occur. 

 
Movement in School 
We are minimizing occasions of large gatherings of students and managing 
movement overall of students in the hallways. 

 
§ Entrances and exits: All students will have assigned doors for entry and exit 

and directed movement in the building. 
 
Kindergarten will enter and exit through front doors of school 
 
Grade 1 and 2 will always enter through front doors of school and will exit through 
south doors to playground. 
 
Grades 3,4,5,6 will enter through front doors of school in the morning and exit 
through gym foyer doors at lunch.  They will enter through south doors to 
playground after lunch and exit through the front doors at the end of the school 
day. 
 
Grade 7 will enter and exit at all times through the gym foyer doors facing south. 
 
Grades 8 and 9 will enter through front doors and will exit through gym foyer doors. 
Students may not linger outside of school.  When arriving at school they are to go 
directly to their first class in Junior High and classroom in elementary. 
 
The school doors will be open at 8:40 am and students are encouraged to try to 
attend based on the following: 
 
8:40 -last names beginning A – G 
8:50 -last names beginning H- Q 
9:00 – last names beginning R – Z 
We are asking for this consideration but know that all families have circumstances 
to which they must attend.  We do ask that at all times students socially distance 
on their way to and from school and are mindful of those around them. 
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We will also accommodate bus students on their arrival. 
 
The health and safety of your child will remain a priority for our school and we will 
keep you updated as new information becomes available. As mentioned, detailed 
information for the guidelines for safety and health for all schools is available on 
CBE’s Scenario 1 Information website. We are confident that, as a community, we 
will soon adjust to our new protocols and practices. We look forward to welcoming 
our students back to school and resuming our time together as a positive and 
caring learning community. 
 
 

  


