
 

 

NICKLE SCHOOL  
2500 Lake Bonavista Drive, SE, Calgary, AB, T2J 2Y6 t | 403-777-7720   f | 403-777-7727  | nickle@cbe.ab.ca 
http://school.cbe.ab.ca/school/nickle 

Parents and Guardians, 
 
Please read carefully the information on this site to gain an understanding of the measures we 
are taking to provide for the safety and health of our students. The CBE will continue to make 
adjustments as our context changes. While this plan is set for now, updates are expected via the 
CBE corporate website. Parents are advised to check regularly. 
 
Additional information for Preschool and Kindergarten is available on the website: Parent Guide 
to Re-Entry for Early Childhood Services – Preschool and Kindergarten. 
 
We are asking that families start the first day back to classes with our new procedures. It is 
necessary that students be assessed using the self-screening form daily before school. The 
following link will allow you to download the most current Alberta Health daily checklist. Please 
print a copy of the Self-screening Questionnaire. Students showing symptoms as described on 
the Self-screening Questionnaire  must remain home. 
 
Staggered Start to School Year:  
 
We are beginning our school year through staggered entry, limiting the number of students 
entering the school over the first three days. The purpose of the plan is to allow us to ensure that 
we have the staff to be able to introduce students to the new reality of learning during Scenario 
1.  For those registered for busing - buses will be running on their regular schedule.  
 
We look forward to welcoming your child for full days (9:15 am to 3:55 pm), as indicated below:   

§     Tuesday September 1 – Grade 5 students ONLY  
§     Wednesday, September 2 – Grade 6 and 7 students ONLY   
§     Thursday, September 3 – Grade 8 and 9 students ONLY  
§     Friday, September 4 – All students in attendance with the usual 1:10 pm dismissal. 

  
 From Tuesday, September 8 forward, all students will attend daily.  
 
Parents can drop off their children and pick them up either on the north side of Lake Bonavista 
Dr SE or on the west side of Bonaventure Dr SE. Please do not park in front of the school or on 
the east side of Bonaventure Dr SE as these spaces are designated for busing. We are asking that:  

• Parents physically distance and remain in their cars.   
• Parents not come on school property and remain outside the building for morning drop 

off and afterschool pick up.  
•  Students walk to the back field, where they will sit for a socially distanced orientation on 

how to enter the school.  
• Students dress for the weather.    

 
Health Measures: 
 

§ Hand Washing: Students will be instructed on the location of hand sanitizers and 
reminded to use them frequently. 

https://cbe.ab.ca/about-us/school-culture-and-environment/health-and-wellness-in-school/Documents/Parent-Guide-to-Re-entry-for-Early-Childhood-Services-Preschool-and-Kindergarten.pdf
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-alberta-health-daily-checklist
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-alberta-health-daily-checklist
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§ Hand sanitizing stations are located in entrances, exits, classroom without sinks 
and near high touch equipment. 
 

§ Illness at school:  
§ Students exhibiting signs of illness will be moved to a room in the office, set up 

for that purpose. This area will be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected after the 
student has left.   

§ It is critical parents / guardians or a pre-identified emergency contact pick up an 
ill child within an hour of being contacted by the school. 
 

§ Masks: Masks are mandatory for all students from kindergarten to grade 12. This 
includes classrooms and public spaces such as hallways, learning commons, bathrooms, 
etc. The following guidelines have been developed by the CBE: 

§ Masks will not be necessary for students in K-3 when they are working within 
their cohort (group) of students in their classroom and when the integrity of 
cohort can be maintained.   

§ For Grades 4-12, masks will not be needed when students are seated within their 
cohort(s) and physical distancing is achieved.   

§ When staff are working with students with special needs where wearing a face 
covering would impact learning, a mask can be removed.   

§ Teachers will also build in time during the day to take breaks. Masks will not 
need to be worn during recess, physical activity or when eating or drinking.   

§ During breaks, it will be important to follow other precautionary measures like 
physical distancing and hand hygiene.   

Volunteers and Guest Visitors:  
§ Although volunteers are valued members of our community in their support of 

our students, to minimize outside contact of established student cohorts, there 
will be no volunteers working in the school. Individuals are encouraged to 
communicate with the school through email or by phone. 

§ In-person guests such as guest speakers and artists in residence will not be 
invited into schools to minimize outside contact of established cohorts. 

§ These decisions will be revisited throughout the year. 
 

School supplies: Students will be provided with their own supplies by the school. Students 
are not to share their personal supplies. 

§ This year we will have a no sharing policy regarding personal items.  
§ If sharing of classroom supplies is required, it will be limited to items that are 

easily cleaned and they will be disinfected or stored in a sealed container for a 3-
day quarantine period between uses. 

§ Nickle School has both computer and tablet technology for your child’s use, so 
that one such device is available for every two children. If you have not done so 
already, you may consider, if feasible, the purchase a new or used device other 
than a cellphone, such as a tablet, iPad, or laptop to work with at school this 
year. Such a device would allow students to access online learning materials and 
can be either PC or Apple platform. If purchasing a device is out of reach, please 
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consider reaching out to Calgary Electronics Recycling for a donation at 
https://www.electronicrecyclingassociation.ca/apply-for-a-donation/ 

 
Physical Set-up of Schools: 
 

§ Physical Distancing: Schools will arrange and monitor physical distancing when and 
where possible as outlined in the Alberta Education’s K-12 School Re-entry COVID-19 
information: Guidance for schools re-entry Scenario 1.   
 

§ Classroom set-up.  
§ Desks are arranged in rows with students facing forward. 
§ The number of students at tables will be limited. 
§ Seating plans are mandatory and will be in place for every class.   

 
§ Cohorts: Where possible, schools will organize students and teachers into groups and 

teachers will move to classes rather than students changing class locations. The first two 
weeks of school will be a transition back to face to face learning and we will engage in 
extended homeroom time. During the last two weeks of our September opening, we 
expect to transition to a timetable where students stay in their homeroom classes and 
teachers travel to classrooms to limit large groups traveling through the hallways.  
 
Once we evaluate the implementation of our safety procedures, we anticipate students 
will need to travel outside their homeroom within the school (science labs, option 
classes or Physical Education) and they will sanitize their hands, wear masks, and move 
to new rooms following directional arrows and maintaining a safe distance from other 
cohorts. They will wear masks (if appropriate) in their new room for all activities and 
sanitize their hands before returning to the homeroom. 
 

§ Nutrition Break: Homerooms will have a staggered nutrition break set aside and 
sectioned by grade level. This will allow use of designated washroom facilities in a 
staggered manner. 
 

§ Lunch: Cafeterias and canteens will follow the Alberta government’s strict COVID-19 
health guidelines. Numbers in eating areas will be limited to less than 100 students. A 
reminder that students are not to share food or drinks. 

§ During our first two weeks, lunch times will be 60 minutes long and will be 
staggered. This will include a time to each lunch in their homeroom class and 
then an outdoor activity time. Students will be asked to remain in their cohorts 
unless they can physically distanced safely. There is an indoor contingency plan 
should weather require this; however, open gym is suspended for school 
opening and may restart once we evaluate the implementation of our safety 
procedures. 

§ Students will not have access to microwaves, they must bring their own utensils 
and they not permitted to share food items. 
 

https://www.electronicrecyclingassociation.ca/apply-for-a-donation/
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-guidance-school-re-entry-scenario-1
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/covid-19-information-guidance-for-restaurants-cafes-pubs-and-bars
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§ Water bottles: Students are encouraged to bring their own water bottles to fill and have 
available over lunch and at their desks during the day. As a high touch area, water 
fountains will be sanitized regularly. The use of water bottles will limit movement in the 
hallways. 
 

§ Common Areas: Consideration has been given to managing student numbers where 
students often gather. We will limit student gatherings to less than 100 students through 
hallway designation by grade and staggered schedules. 
 

§ Large Spaces: such as the Learning Commons and other Common areas will not be used 
during the school opening and limited to less than 100 students at a time when they are 
opened. 

 
Storage of Student Belongings / Change Rooms:  
 

§ Lockers and coat hooks: In order to support physical distancing, no lockers will be used. 
Lockers will be locked to prevent use. Locker and coat hook use will be re-visited 
throughout the year. 
 

§ Backpack Use: As an alternative, students will be able to use a backpack to store their 
personal belongings. These will be placed on the back of the child’s chair. 
 

§ Change Rooms: Initially, there will be no access to locker rooms to prevent gathering. For 
school opening we ask that students arrive at school in comfortable clothes that allow 
for physical activity. We will revisit this policy once we have established a staggered 
schedule that allows for physical distancing, handwashing, and sanitation between 
cohort use.  

 
Further details can be found at: Guidance for Sport, Physical Activity and Recreation - Stage 2  
 
Movement in School 
 
We are minimizing large gatherings of students and managing movement overall of students in 
the hallways. 
 

§ Entrances and exits: In order to reduce student numbers to less than 100, all students 
will have assigned doors for entry and exit and directed movement in the building, as 
follows: 

§ Designated entrances, exits and stairwells will separate the students by grade.  
§ Flow of traffic in the building will be managed by using directional arrows.  
§ Grade 5 and 6 students will use the west doors at the front of the school which 

enter at the main foyer 
§ Grade 7-1 to 7-4 will use the single entrance door on the east side of school  
§ Grade 8 and 7-5 will use the Back Courtyard entrance 
§ Grade 9 will use the use east doors at the front of the school by the picnic tables 

https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/covid-19-relaunch-sports-physical-activity-and-recreation.pdf
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§ Bridges will use their classroom door.  
 

Outdoor Learning: 
 

§ Staff will be utilizing outdoor spaces for learning as frequently as possible.  
§ When outside, teachers will ensure they choose an area conducive to working 

comfortably for the time designated. 
§ Teachers will utilize outdoor spaces for such learning as (but not limited to); 

o Student Health and Well-Being activities. 
o Health curricular outcomes such as Mindfulness. 
o Land Based Learning opportunities (sit spots, environmental connections, 

writing, science exploration, mathematics in nature, etc.) 
o Movement breaks. 
o Active learning opportunities where students can walk and think, work with 

a partner (physically distanced). 
o Cooperative games. 
o Physical Education classes. 

 
Option Programs 
 

§ Due to concerns over the health and wellness of our students and staff and the adoption 
of a HUB learning model for some students, initial plans, including option selections 
made in the Spring are unsupportable and need to be redeveloped. We are currently 
looking at one of two choices for complementary courses with our learning team: 

o Embedding an enrichment program into regular core classes 
o A wheel of integrated enrichment that all students would experience 

 
§ A final determination will be made after September 11 once we have confirmation on 

HUB and school enrollments. At that time we will assess our staff’s skillset to determine 
offerings.  
 

The health and safety of your child will remain a priority for our school and we will keep you 
updated as new information becomes available. As mentioned, detailed information for the 
guidelines for safety and health for all schools is available on CBE’s Scenario 1 Information 
website. We are confident that, as a community, we will soon adjust to our new protocols and 
practices. We look forward to welcoming our students back to school and resuming our time 
together as a positive and caring learning community. 

https://cbe.ab.ca/about-us/school-culture-and-environment/health-and-wellness-in-school/Pages/scenario1.aspx

