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Altadore School Accommodation – Frequently Asked Questions 

New FAQs from March 12, 2019 Meeting 

Decision 
 

Why is it taking so long to make a decision?   
 
At the January meeting and in the survey responses, some feedback 
indicated that the CBE’s process seemed rushed. There were also questions 
as to why anything needed to be done and what it would look like at Altadore 
School if all students from the current catchment area continue to be 
accepted. Consequently, the decision was delayed and a second meeting 
was arranged to present Scenario C – Status Quo. All three options are now 
up for consideration. 

 

Learning / Programming 

How would Scenario C – Status Quo – affect learning?   

 
Scenario C will require the school to accommodate more students into the 
existing space, and mean the loss of non-classroom spaces like the music 
room and the Learning Commons. The loss of these spaces would have a 
definite impact and be felt by students and staff. For example: 

 The Learning Commons would not be available as a break-out space 
for the double and triple classes or for small groups working with an 
educational assistant.   

 Artist-in-residence programs and guest speakers requiring one space 
would need to be scheduled in the gym or a class would need to 
move out of their classroom in order to accommodate special 
programming.  

 The music specialist would move from classroom to classroom to 
teach music – resulting in fewer of the larger instruments being used.  

 As the number of classes increases, more of the physical education 
classes will need to be taught outside in order to meet the provincial 
daily physical activity requirements.  
 

Both administration and staff believe that despite these challenges, they 
would continue to be able to provide a quality learning experience for 
students. 
 
How large will class sizes be under Scenario C? 
   
Assuming the funding coming into the school remains similar to what it 
currently is, class sizes or the pupil-teacher ratio will remain consistent.  The 
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increased number of students would result in more classes being created 
rather than significantly increasing class sizes. 
 
What will happen to before-and-after care if you turn the stage into the 
library?   

 
Altadore School is working with Peter Pan Daycare to ensure the least 
disruption possible. Students who attend before and after school care would 
continue to be able to attend and have access to the gym and the 
stage/library space. A program offering care for kindergarten students during 
the portion of the day they are not in classes would no longer be offered. 
 
If Scenario B – Boundary Change – is implemented, can children from 
the redesignated zone who have older siblings at Altadore be 
grandfathered in, so that they may come to Altadore School? 
 
As presented, no new students from the redesignated zone would be able to 
attend Altadore School, regardless of where their siblings go to school. If 
families prioritize keeping their children together, older siblings could be 
accommodated at Richmond School.  
 

Planning 

Altadore School has been listed on the CBE’s Three-Year Capital Plan 
for years, as a potential recipient of a major modernization. Why has it 
not been approved?   

Only Alberta Education has the authority and funding to approve the 
modernization of schools.  The CBE submits a list of preferred projects to 
the Alberta Government annually. This list is called the Three-Year School 
Capital Plan and includes requests for both new schools and school 
modernizations.  

Owing to significant growth in new Calgary communities over several years, 
new school construction received priority over other projects, to address the 
area of greatest need. With the recent opening of 23 new schools, the focus 
has now shifted to the upgrading of older schools. However, there is no 
guarantee that funding will be received for any project submitted as part of 
the capital plan. 
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FAQs from Jan. 16, 2019 Meeting 

Decision 

How and when will the final decision be made and communicated to 

parents? 

In consideration of feedback from the Altadore School community, the CBE 

is preparing a third “status quo” scenario. This option would mean that 

students currently designated to Altadore School continue to attend the 

school. Parents will have an opportunity to learn about what this third option 

might look like at a public meeting on March 12, 2019. The meeting time 

and location will be shared once arrangements have been made. It is our 

intention to communicate a decision about which option will be implemented 

for the 2019-20 school year by April 30, 2019. 

 

Scenario Clarifications 
 

In scenario A, how will the enrolment cap apply when new students 

move in or out of the Altadore School boundary? 

In scenario A, enrolment would be capped at 50 students per grade. 

Enrolment in some grades currently exceeds 50 students. In cases where 

enrolment currently exceeds 50 students, students would not be recalled to 

Altadore School, until enrolment falls below 50 students in that grade. 

Students attending Altadore School in 2018-2019 would be able to remain. 

Any new students moving into the Altadore School attendance area would 

automatically be directed to the overflow school, Richmond School, for 

grades where enrolment exceeds 50 students.   

 

Isn’t the CBE really just trying to increase enrolment at Richmond 

School? 

Altadore School is at capacity and projected to be over capacity in the 

future. Richmond School has been identified in the scenarios because it is a 

school with some space to accommodate additional students. It is in a 
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community that is adjacent to Altadore and Garrison Woods and within 

walking distance for some students. The current utilization rate at Richmond 

school is 77% indicating that although it is a school with some excess space, 

the current utilization rate is sustainable without additional students.   

Does Scenario B mean no lottery would be required? 

Based on projected enrolment, if Scenario B is implemented and the 

boundary is changed between Altadore and Richmond schools, all students 

remaining in the boundary for Altadore School would be able to attend the 

school. No lottery is anticipated. 

Portables / Modulars 

 
Has CBE considered putting modular classrooms on the Altadore 

School site to address increased enrolment?  

 

Yes, however Altadore School did not meet requirements, as determined by 

CBE eligibility filters (see graphic on page 5). One of the eligibility filters 

pertains to using space in schools in adjacent communities, where possible. 

Richmond School is in the adjacent community to Altadore School, therefore 

the Altadore School did not proceed beyond the filtering process. 

 

Every year CBE has more than 75 schools with a utilization rate of 90% or 

higher. The addition of modular classrooms is dependent upon provincial 

approvals and the availability of capital funds. The province requires CBE to 

submit a prioritized list of modular classroom requests annually by 

November 1.   

School enrolment and utilization is reviewed annually and schools with 

utilization rates exceeding 90% are first assessed through the Eligibility 

Filters (see Attachment I below) to determine whether funding for modular 

classrooms should be requested from the province.  

The complete 2019-20 Modular Classroom Plan is available on the CBE 

website.  

 

 

 

https://www.cbe.ab.ca/schools/building-and-modernizing-schools/Documents/2019-20-Modular-Classroom-Plan.pdf
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What exactly is an Eligibility Filter? 

 

In 2014, the CBE undertook a public engagement to solicit input on 

considerations for prioritizing modular classroom requests. Informed by this 

feedback, a set of filters and ranking criteria were developed and approved 

by the Board of Trustees. The establishment and application of these 

Eligibility Filters has brought transparency and understanding as to why 

some schools are considered for modular classroom additions and others 

are not (see graphic on page 4). 

Why can’t the school community fundraise to purchase portables? 

 

School districts have clearly defined processes for the planning and use of 

educational space. Allowing external parties to fundraise for and/or contract 

school additions runs contrary to accepted planning principles and planning 

cycles. Only Alberta Education has the authority and funding to approve the 

procurement and installation of modular classrooms within the CBE school 

district. 
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Below: copy of Eligibility Filter document for modulars, showing Altadore 

School’s ranking. 
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Dr. Oakley School 

 

Could Altadore School swap locations with Dr. Oakley School?  

Relocating programs between the two school facilities is not feasible, for the 

following reasons: 

 The programming offered at the Dr. Oakley site could not be easily 

replicated in the Altadore School site without major renovations to 

classrooms. This type of work constitutes a capital expenditure, 

requiring Alberta Education funding and approval. 

 It would involve a lengthy time and cost commitment to go through 

the formal steps of two school closures (as outlined in the Closure of 

Schools Regulation re: closing a school for the purpose of relocation) 

to address what is expected to be a short-term concern. 

 The moves would necessitate the relocation of area facilities support 

staff and related physical alterations to the new site. 

 

Learning / Programming 

 

How will the student registration process be affected for 2019-20, given 

that decisions have been delayed regarding changes to Altadore 

School? 

The registration process and timelines will not change. Kindergarten 

registration begins in January of every year. Registrations are collected at 

the current designated school for the community in which the student lives. 

For Altadore School, parents are being advised of the current situation and 

the scenarios under consideration when they register.  

All programs where the number of registrations is more than the available 

spaces conducted a lottery on Feb. 15, 2019. Parents who accept a 

placement at another CBE school may subsequently decline that placement 

if they obtain a spot at Altadore School, once a decision is made. 

 

http://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/Regs/1997_238.pdf
http://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/Regs/1997_238.pdf
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What if parents feel Richmond and Altadore Schools do not provide a 

comparable educational experience? 

Richmond School and Altadore School both have a long history of providing 

quality programming to students. The CBE does not compare schools or 

groups of students. Each school in the CBE is composed of qualified 

teachers and support staff under the guidance of a school principal.   

Each school examines its own learning and perception data and sets goals, 

in consultation with school councils, to create a School Development Plan 

(SDP).  Each SDP focuses on improvement in literacy and mathematics. We 

believe that an independent review of each school would find that academic 

success, parental involvement and sense of community are important and 

thriving at each. 

Parents who have questions about programming at any CBE school are 

encouraged to contact the school principal. 

How would class sizes be affected by changes? 

Class size is based on several factors. The number of teachers increases as 

the number of students increases, based on funding provided by Alberta 

Education. School capacity does not affect the number of students a teacher 

is responsible for (a class of students) but it can affect the number of classes 

within a classroom. For example, at Altadore School, two classes of students 

with two teachers are in a larger space that would be considered one 

classroom. 

 

What about before-and-after-school care at CBE schools? 

 

Child care in CBE schools is provided by private groups who wish to lease 

space and run a childcare or before-and-after-school care program. These 

programs are only available in schools where there is space that is not 

required for current K-12 student programming. Each childcare provider 

must adhere to provincially legislated criteria for the program they offer, and 

the number of students they are able to accept into their program. Both 

Richmond and Altadore Schools currently have a before-and-after-school 

care program on site. 
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Projections 

 
 

In a city where we are trying to increase urban density, how are the city 

and the CBE planning to increase public school spaces to keep pace 

with growth? 

The CBE prepares a Three Year School Capital Plan annually to address 

the need for new schools and school modernizations. We use a sector 

based approach to planning that aligns with City of Calgary planning sectors.  

Altadore and Garrison Woods fall within the center sector of the city. Within 

the center sector there is capacity to accommodate students. The current 

utilization rate, by residence, for the center sector is 51% and it is projected 

to increase to 54% by 2023.   

Utilization by residence identifies the number of students residing in the 

planning sector, expressed as a percentage of the total school capacity 

within that planning sector. It represents the utilization rate that would exist if 

the CBE accommodated students in the facilities that exist within the 

planning sector where they live. 

 

What kind of data and information does CBE use to develop the 

enrolment projections that were used to create these scenarios? 

 

Enrolment projections guide the CBE decision-making process with respect 

to transportation, student accommodation, facility maintenance and capital 

planning. A wide range of factors impact enrolment projections and these 

factors are constantly monitored to ensure our data is accurate, current and 

relevant. Determining trends and identifying areas of growth/decline ensures 

that we are well-equipped to serve the needs of our students, parents and 

communities. Enrolment projections not only demonstrate how we use our 

current schools, but it helps us determine the need for a new school facility 

or the need for a school or program closure.  

The CBE possesses a strong understanding of Calgary’s population and the 

ways in which this data affects our school communities. Our accommodation 

planners examine current trends of growth and attrition, and evaluate the 

composition of new and established communities on a yearly basis: 

https://www.cbe.ab.ca/FormsManuals/Three-Year-School-Capital-Plan.pdf
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 who lives where 

 how many residents support public education 

 how quickly is the community growing/declining, and  

 numerous other variables  

We use a geographical information system to “geo-code” our students every 

year. This allows us to analyze the educational choices our students make in 

relation to where they are living both in the current school year as well as in 

the past.  

 

To project future kindergarten and Grade 1 classes, accurate birth data is 

necessary. Census data is collected in April of each year and updated 

annually. This data is collected for each community and each elementary  

school attendance area, allowing us to know how many students we can 

expect looking out over the next five years. Birth data is currently available 

for future kindergarten students eligible to attend school from September 

2019 to September 2024. For communities that are growing quickly, birth 

data is analyzed and can be adjusted to reflect current growth trends as 

needed.  

There are numerous enrolment projection methods, for example, cohort 

survival ratio, modified regression technique, dwelling unit multiplier 

technique and population ratio technique. The CBE uses the Cohort-Survival 

methodology in preparing enrolment projections. This methodology uses 

historic birth data and historic student enrolment data to “age” a known 

population (cohort) through their school grades. The cohort survival ratio is 

calculated to see how a group of potential students first enter the system at 

kindergarten and Grade 1 (market share) and how this group of students 

grows or shrinks over time (retention rates). Enrolment patterns emerge that 

are used for projections.  

There is also additional City of Calgary information and census data for the 

city as a whole and individual communities, which does not directly influence 

our projection model, but is monitored by our planners and provides context 

for our work. These include:  

 annual changes in population by community  

 population comparisons  
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 type of housing by community  

 inventory of the residential land supply by sector in the suburban 

areas of Calgary  

 current development activity around the city, sector and community  

 forecast of housing and residential land supply  

 age of a community and community lifecycle 

Enrolment projections for our system are key to making sound economic 

decisions both now and as we plan for the future. Stewarding our resources 

in a respectful and responsible manner is a critical component of our work.  

How do community designations work (i.e., how do community/school 

boundaries get changed) and why?  

 

The designation of communities to schools for both regular and alternative 

programs is a balance between the space available and the number of 

students anticipated from a given community. When determining potential 

boundary changes to address enrolment pressure at Altadore School, we 

analyzed student enrolment patterns for Altadore and Garrison Woods. The 

results of this analysis were one factor considered in deciding on the 

proposed boundary in Scenario B. Other factors such as transportation were 

also considered.  

Additionally, when considering new student designations or changes to 

current designations, decisions are made taking into account CBE’s 

Planning Principles:  

 minimize disruptions for students 

 provide program continuity from kindergarten to Grade 12 

 keep cohort groups of students together 

 allow students to attend school as close to home as possible 

 provide long-term sustainability 

 use space and resources effectively 

 provide equitable access for all students to quality learning 

environments 

 

These principles are not a checklist and they are not mutually exclusive. 

They are principles that are used to guide our work. Richmond School is 
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located in South Calgary which is adjacent to both Garrison Woods and 

Altadore. Richmond School has space to accommodate additional students. 

The northern part of Garrison Woods is within walking distance of Richmond 

School. Adjusting the boundary as proposed in Scenario B allows students 

to attend school close to home and uses existing space in CBE schools 

effectively and is sustainable based on enrolment projections. 

Why were these capacity issues a surprise; should they not have been 

forecasted years ago?  

The CBE planning department monitors enrolment for all schools/programs 

as well as demographic trends in both new and established communities. 

CBE prepares a Three-Year System Student Accommodation Plan (SSAP) 

annually that identifies student accommodation challenges anticipated for 

the next three years. The number of projects identified in the plan typically 

ranges between 25 and 35. Altadore school was identified on the plan in 

spring 2018.   

Enrolment at schools that are near or at capacity can be monitored for 

several years prior to any changes to student designations. Typically, CBE 

engages with parents and stakeholders in the school year prior to 

implementing a change.   

Enrolment at Altadore School has been monitored by the school, area office 

and planning department for several years. The number of pre-school-aged 

children eligible to start kindergarten at Altadore School over the past five 

years has fluctuated from a low of 114 in 2012 to a high of 153 in 2017, with 

the average number since 2014 being about 140.   

The percentage of eligible pre-school students choosing to attend Altadore 

School has also varied since 2012 from a low of 29% in 2013 to a high of 

40% in 2017. The highest percentage of eligible students choosing to enter 

Altadore School combined with the highest number of eligible students in the 

past five years occurred in September 2017.  

This trend resulted in total enrolment at the school from the designated 

communities rising from 314 in 2016 to 341 in 2017. As a result, the school 

was added to the Three-Year SSAP in the spring of the 2017-18 school 

year. Prior to the 2017-18 school year, enrolment trends, combined with the 

school reducing out-of-attendance-area students, were keeping enrolment at 

a manageable level. 

https://www.cbe.ab.ca/FormsManuals/Three-Year-System-Student-Accommodation-Plan.pdf
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Does CBE consider the effect a change will have on property values? 

CBE does not have data on the impact of student accommodation changes 

on property values. 

Is the distance to Richmond closer or further than Altadore from the 

middle of the Garrison area?  

For the purpose of this question, the middle of Garrison Woods is assumed 

to be the roundabout at Flanders Ave. and Garrison Blvd. The distance from 

this intersection to Richmond School is 1,530 metres and the distance to 

Altadore School is 1,100 metres. Both distances are within CBE guidelines 

for walk distance to a school. Overall, 60% of the residences in the area 

under consideration for designation to Richmond School in Scenario B are 

closer to Richmond School than Altadore School. 

Does changing school boundaries impact the trustee wards? 

Ward boundaries are not established/determined based on CBE school 

boundaries. Therefore, a change of designation to Richmond School from 

Altadore School has no impact on trustee ward boundaries.   

Are there any guarantees on how long lasting these changes will be 

and how long it will be for changes are made again? 

 

The scenarios under consideration have been developed with the intention 

of accommodating programs and students for as long as possible. Pre-

school census information was used to project future student populations 

and demand for programs. The projections were compared using historic 

enrolment trends and intake/retention/attrition patterns in schools and 

programs. 

There are many outside influences over which the CBE has no control such 

as the timing of the announcement of new schools, population changes due 

to economic influences and unanticipated changes in student enrolment 

patterns. These can all influence future enrolment at a given school.  
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What does “Bridges” at Richmond School stand for?  

CBE offers 15 different programs for students with complex learning needs.  

These programs are offered in almost 300 classes throughout our schools.  

The Bridges class at Richmond School is one example of a class for 

students with complex learning needs. More information about the types of  

programs and the schools that offer them, as well as definitions for each of 

the programs, can be found in the attachments to CBE’s 2018-2019 School 

Enrolment Report.  

Planning 

Will we be facing a similar capacity issue at Mount Royal School as 

this population of students moves into junior high? 

Altadore and Richmond Schools both feed into Mount Royal School. Mount 

Royal is a Grade 7-9 school with an enrolment of 271 students as of Sept. 

30, 2018 with a capacity of 435. The Sept. 30, 2018 utilization rate* was 

73%. Current enrolment projections indicate the school will have space to 

accommodate the students from their home area into the future. Historically 

35% to 45% of designated students choose to attend Mount Royal School. 

The balance (55% to 65%) of designated students make other choices for 

Grade 7. This has been an observed trend for the past 10 years at Mount 

Royal School. Any change in enrolment patterns would be monitored and 

addressed.   

Given the size of the school, a change in grade configuration would not be 

an option as there would be insufficient space to accommodate Grade 5-9 or 

Grade 6-9 at Mount Royal School. 

* The calculation of utilization is based on a provincial formula which 

“weighs” students based on whether they are kindergarten students who 

typically attend half day or they have severe complex learning needs. 

How is school capacity determined?  

Prior to 2014, the provincial capacity for a school was determined using a 

formula that took a measurement of the footprint of a school. School 

capacity was then determined using a look-up table that assigned a capacity 

https://www.cbe.ab.ca/FormsManuals/School-Enrolment-Report-2018-2019.pdf
https://www.cbe.ab.ca/FormsManuals/School-Enrolment-Report-2018-2019.pdf
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based on the footprint (total square metres) and the grade configuration of  

the school.  

This method did not always accurately reflect the instructional space 

available in a building, based on the number of classrooms within the 

building. For example, some schools have larger areas such as corridors, 

gyms, library and administrative office space, and therefore less classroom 

space than a school with a similar square footage but with smaller corridors, 

gyms, library and administrative offices.  

 

In an effort to more accurately reflect the number of teaching spaces in a 

school when determining provincial capacity, the province introduced a new 

formula in September 2014 which measures each instructional space in the 

building separately, rather than on a total footprint basis. This new provincial 

method has resulted in a more accurate reflection of the number of 

instructional spaces within a school. 

The method introduced in September 2014 focuses on the “instructional” 

area of a school. Instructional space that has an exempted space is 

deducted from the total capacity. Exempted space includes:  

 areas leased to the public sector and non-profit groups 

 areas leased by private schools  

 areas leased by charter schools 

 decentralized administration space in schools 

Area exemptions are not granted for space leased to the private sector for 

non-private school use. 

In the formula, provincial capacity (net capacity) is determined by dividing 

the total instructional area by an area per student grid based on their grade 

configuration, plus Career and Technology Studies (CTS) spaces, gym and 

library spaces.  

 

Provincial Net Capacity = Instructional Area + Rated Capacities  

        Area per student 

Instructional Area = total area (m2) of all instructional space 

Rated Capacities = CTS + Gyms + Physical Activity Room (PAR) + 

Libraries 
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Lottery 

How does the CBE lottery process work?  Are siblings of existing 

students given priority? Can out-of-attendance-area students be part of 

the lottery? 

If a school is at capacity and an overflow has been implemented, all 

kindergarten registrations as well as new registrations in other grades are 

subject to the lottery process, even if there is an older sibling attending the 

school. 

Students from outside the attendance area are not able to register for the 

lottery even if they have a sibling currently attending Altadore School. 

Families from out of the attendance area have the option of moving their 

child to their designated regular program school, if they want them to attend 

school with a younger sibling.   

The current lottery process, implemented in 2013-14, provides equity and 

clarity for all CBE families. Only students who are in the catchment area for 

a designated school are able to be considered in the lottery process. 

Within the CBE lottery process there are three categories which take into 

consideration students with siblings and students within the walk zone for 

the school. The lottery categories are as follows: 

 

http://www.cbe.ab.ca/registration/registration/Documents/CBE-Lottery-Process.pdf
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Are parents/guardians able to register students at multiple schools? 

 

Parents may fill out a registration form (indication of interest) at multiple 

schools. When a student is offered placement at a school, they are entered 

into an electronic student information system. If that student is then accepted 

at another school, the parents will be asked which school they want their 

child to attend. A student cannot be registered in the student information 

system, at more than one school. 

What is the last day for recall of students off the call back list? 

 

Regular program students attending their designated overflow school may 

be called back at any point through the school year, as space becomes 

available. 

 

Out-of-Attendance Area 

 

Why did the CBE allow non-designated students at Altadore? 

There was a period of time where the Altadore School population was much 

lower and so space and resources permitted accepting non-designated 

students. A population of students that is too small does decrease 

programming options and school viability. Accepting non-designated 

students was positive for Altadore School. As the population of community 

students increased, non-community students were no longer accepted (with 

some exceptions). It takes several years for a cohort of non-community 

students to finish at a school.   

 

Why can’t CBE make students from outside the attendance are leave 

Altadore school?  Are students who move out of Altadore community 

allowed to remain at Altadore school? 

The CBE Administrative Regulation 6090 – Student Registration and 

Admission outlines that schools may accept out-of-attendance-area students 

if they have the space and resources to do so.  The regulation also outlines 

https://www.cbe.ab.ca/about-us/policies-and-regulations/Pages/Administrative-Regulations.aspx
https://www.cbe.ab.ca/about-us/policies-and-regulations/Pages/Administrative-Regulations.aspx
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that once a student has been accepted from out of the attendance area they 

are able to remain at the school until the end of the school’s current grade 

configuration or until the end of the program for which they have been 

accepted. Although Altadore no longer has the space and resources to 

accept out-of-attendance-area students, students who had been accepted in 

prior years are able to remain until they complete Grade 6.   

Administrative Regulation 6090 also addresses the situation whereby a 

student resided in the attendance area when they were accepted into the 

school and have subsequently moved out of the attendance area. In this 

situation, the student is able to remain at the school to complete the current 

school year and grade. The student is expected to transfer to their newly 

designated school, based on their new residential address, at the end of the 

current school year. 

There are families who were in this situation and who were required to go to 

a different school in 2017-18. And there are others who will be required to 

leave in June. 

 

How do schools decide if and how many out-of-attendance-area 

students will be accepted at a school? How will out-of-attendance-area 

students be addressed in these scenarios? 

 

This varies from school to school, and must be determined based on what is 

appropriate for each school community. It is something that area directors 

and principals evaluate on an ongoing basis. Altadore School is not 

expected to have the space and resources for out-of-attendance-area 

students for quite some time. 

 

Transportation 

How will the new walk zone be determined? 

Walk zones are established and adjusted by the Transportation Advisory 

Committee (TAC). The committee is a multi-stakeholder group that includes 

internal and external stakeholders including parents. Once a final decision is 

made, an adjusted walk zone will be communicated to the school. There will 

be an opportunity for feedback through an online survey before it is public. 

 



  

20 
 

Altadore School Accommodation – Frequently Asked Questions 

Who is responsible for student safety getting to and from school? 

Student safety to and from school and/or the bus stop is a parental 

responsibility. This includes concerns over busy street crossings. TAC 

established a traffic safety sub-committee with members including but not  

limited to police and City of Calgary - Livable Streets. We are able to be 

responsive to specific concerns in communities and work with families. 

How will bus routes and transportation be affected? Who pays if my 

child who currently walks to school is relocated to another school 

outside of my community and then requires transportation? 

 

As programs move and shift, transportation options will be considered and 

yellow school bus routes will be created or adjusted where appropriate to 

accommodate students attending schools in new locations. Yellow school 

bus fees, which are set annually in the spring each year, will apply for all 

eligible bus riders who live between 1.6 km and 2.4 km from their school. 

Under the School Act, students who live more than 2.4 km from that school 

are eligible for free transportation. Please note that distance calculation uses 

walking distance on all City of Calgary roads and paths. Once the decision is 

made, an updated walk zone will be created and the new walk zone will 

indicate the areas eligible for free transportation. 

 

Bell Times 

 

Is it possible to adjust bell times at any schools if this plan is 

implemented? 

 

Bell times at Altadore and Richmond Schools are both currently tied to 

transportation. Any adjustment has the potential to impact the bus partners. 

An analysis would have to be completed if a specific adjustment were 

requested. We are open to having this conversation. 
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Engagement and Communications 

 

I do not think there was effective communications about this 

engagement process. I want to know more about what was done. 

 

Below is a summary of the communications and engagement activities to 

date. 

June 19, 2018 

 The Three-Year System Student Accommodation Plan 2018-21 is 

presented at the public Board of Trustees meeting. 

Nov. 4-5, 2018 

 Principal message in the Weekly Update informally advised parents 

of an upcoming accommodation process for Altadore School, and 

that parents would be involved. This information was also posted to 

the school website Nov. 5. 

Nov. 14, 2018 

 School council discussion about what to expect in an accommodation 

process. 

Nov. 29, 2018   

 Letter to Altadore School parents regarding Jan. 16 meeting, 

advising that student enrolment at the school was projected to be 

over-capacity for the next several years, and that a plan was needed 

to address the situation. 

 Letter to families at Richmond School advising them of the January 

meeting and the potential that their school might be designated to 

receive overflow students from Altadore School. 

Nov. 30, 2018 

 Story about parent meeting on Altadore School Website. 

Jan. 7-8, 2019 

https://www.cbe.ab.ca/FormsManuals/Three-Year-System-Student-Accommodation-Plan.pdf
http://school.cbe.ab.ca/school/Altadore/about-us/news-centre/_layouts/ci/post.aspx?oaid=0012fade-c108-4112-ad5a-243811764d53&oact=20001
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 Reminder email sent on Jan. 7 and posted on Altadore School 

website Jan. 8. 

Jan. 16, 2019  

 Parent Meeting – included a presentation from CBE staff, a question 

and answer session, feedback forms and a subsequent online survey 

for parents, open Jan. 17 – 27. 

Jan. 31 and Feb. 4, 2019 

 Meeting follow-up and links to more information on school website. 

Feb. 7, 2019 

 Announcement of delayed decision to allow for reconsideration of 

options posted to school website. 

Feb. 20, 2019 

 CBE Superintendent Dany Breton attends school council meeting to 

discuss modular classrooms. 

January and February 2019 

 Supporting documents posted to Altadore School website’s 

Community Engagement page. These included parent meeting 

slides, notes and evaluations; survey results and comments; and a 

map for scenario B. 

http://school.cbe.ab.ca/school/Altadore/about-us/news-centre/_layouts/ci/post.aspx?oaid=5fa68e48-bcc8-4f7e-b9dc-ad640adab559&oact=20001http://school.cbe.ab.ca/school/Altadore/about-us/news-centre/_layouts/ci/post.aspx?oaid=5fa68e48-bcc8-4f7e-b9dc-ad640adab559&oact=20001
http://school.cbe.ab.ca/school/Altadore/about-us/news-centre/_layouts/ci/post.aspx?oaid=5fa68e48-bcc8-4f7e-b9dc-ad640adab559&oact=20001http://school.cbe.ab.ca/school/Altadore/about-us/news-centre/_layouts/ci/post.aspx?oaid=5fa68e48-bcc8-4f7e-b9dc-ad640adab559&oact=20001
http://school.cbe.ab.ca/school/Altadore/about-us/news-centre/_layouts/ci/post.aspx?oaid=6aff2919-cbb4-4d9d-b278-2d9bd9eae59e&oact=20001
http://school.cbe.ab.ca/school/Altadore/about-us/news-centre/_layouts/ci/post.aspx?oaid=ac41de8e-c864-4f2c-ac9e-4c662fa1de66&oact=20001
http://school.cbe.ab.ca/school/altadore/get-involved/community-engagement/pages/default.aspx

